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FCNL  will  receive  applications  until 
October  1 , 1 980,  for  legislative  secretary 
(lobbyist).  Needed  are  commitment  to 
FCNL's  goals  and  methods,  communica¬ 
tion  skills,  initiative,  and  knowledge  of 
issues  and  legislative  process. 


No.  428 


Telephone:  (202)  547-4343 


August  1960 


CONGRESSIONAL  VOTES  IN  1980 


The  votes  printed  in  this  newsletter  were 
gleaned  from  more  than  760  votes  recorded 
since  December,  1979.  These  “key"  votes 
were  chosen  to  try  to  reflect  your  legislators' 
positions.  Legislators'  votes  sometimes  re¬ 
flect  other  considerations  however,  so  cau¬ 
tion  may  be  in  order  before  being  too  critical 
or  enthusiastic.  A  brief  description  of  each 
vote  is  given,  with  FCNL's  stand  noted. 

Important  bills  may  have  been  omitted  if  it 
was  felt  that  amendments  or  discussions  so 
clouded  the  basic  issue  that  a  recorded  vote 
was  meaningless.  Many  important  issues 
were  passed  without  a  recorded  vote. 

It  is  hoped  that  you  will  carefully  examine 
your  legislators'  voting  records,  commend¬ 
ing  or  questioning  them,  either  orally  or  by 
letter.  More  information  and  votes  can  be 
obtained  by  consulting  Congressional  Quar¬ 
terly's  Weekly  Report  or  the  Congressional 
Record,  available  in  public  libraries,  or  your 
copies  of  previous  FCNL  newsletters.  For  ad¬ 
ditional  votes  of  your  delegation,  send  $1  to 
FCNL. 


“Welly  s'tTy  then  I  take  it  you  would  vote  for  any  cat 
in  freference  to  a  capable  dog.** 


Drawing  by  Drucker  ©  1 980  The  New  Yorker  Magazine.  Inc. 


NOW  IT'S  YOUR  TURN 


To  judge  by  the  low  percentage  (45.9%)  of 
eligible  voters  who  actually  cast  their  ballots 
in  the  1978  election,  many  apparently  feel 
that  their  vote  makes  no  difference.  How¬ 
ever,  in  that  election,  67  Congressmen  were 
elected  by  a  margin  of  4%  or  less,  28  of  those 
by  a  margin  of  2%  or  less. 

Presidential  races  are  often  won  by  very 
small  percentages.  For  example,  in  1 960,  the 
election  was  won  by  only  0.2%  of  the  vote, 
in  1968  by  0.7%,  and  in  1976  by  1.9%. 

When  less  than  half  of  all  eligible  voters 
actually  cast  ballots,  each  vote  carries  extra 
weight.  Don't  feel  discouraged.  Your  vote 
does  count! 

Keep  in  mind  that  casting  your  ballot  is 
actually  the  last  step  in  the  process  of  electing 
a  candidate.  The  months  before  an  election 
should  be  a  time  for  education,  when  you 
learn  what  to  expect  from  a  candidate  and  he 
or  she  learns  what  your  concerns  are.  To 


facilitate  this  process  with  candidates  from 
your  area,  we  are  providing  several  discus¬ 
sion  questions  within  our  priority  areas.  We 
hope  they  will  be  useful  to  you. 

Ask  candidates  to  respond  on  these  issues, 
explaining  either  their  recorded  positions 
(incumbents)  or  how  they  might  have  voted 
(those  who  have  not  yet  held  an  elective 
office).  Share  their  responses  with  friends, 
your  neighborhood  groups,  and  youi 
Monthly  Meeting.  Remember  to  encourage 
as  well  as  criticize  —  candidates  need  to  be 
told  what  you  believe  they  are  doing  right  as 
well  as  wrong. 

•  In  a  year  when  Congress  is  trying  to  bal¬ 
ance  the  budget,  do  you  think  that  federal 
funding  levels  are  high,  low,  or  about  right 
for: 

a.  Military  weapons  &  personnel 

b.  Food  stamps 

c.  International  development  aid 

d.  Employment  opportunities  &  training 


•  How  much  military  aid  should  the  U.S. 
give  to  countries  which  violate  international 
codes  of  human  rights? 

•  To  what  extent  should  federal  farm  poli¬ 
cies  encourage  and  support  the  continued 
existence  of  small  and  moderate-sized  fam¬ 
ily  farms? 

•  This  is  the  International  Decade  for  Wo¬ 
men.  Is  the  economic  status  of  women  equal 
to  that  of  men  in  your  district?  If  not,  how 
could  this  be  changed? 

•  Should  Native  Americans  be  allowed 
economic,  political,  and  cultural  self-deter¬ 
mination,  through  treaty  rights  and  control 
over  natural  resources  on  reservations? 

•  Should  the  U.S.  continue  to  accepM  politi¬ 
cal  refugees  from  Southeast  Asia,  Cuba,  and 
other  areas?  What  about  economic  refugees 
from  Mexico  or  Haiti? 
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SOME  KEY  SENATE  VOTES 

1 .  Draft  Registration.  Hatfield  OR  amendment  to  delete  $8.6  million 
to  fund  registration  of  19-  and  20-year-old  men.  Rejected  35-59, 
june12.  FCNL  for. 

2.  Conscientious  Objectors.  Hatfield  OR  motion  to  retain  the  com¬ 
mittee  amendment  permitting  registrants  to  claim  C.O.  status  at 
time  of  registration.  Rejected  44-49,  june  1 0.  FCNL  for. 

3.  Budget  Priorities.  Cranston  CA  substitute  to  the  Senate  Budget 
Cmte.  resolution  cutting  (050)  military  spending  $8.4  billion  in 
budget  authority  (BA),  $2.5  billion  in  outlays  (O),  directing  more  for 
domestic  programs.  Rejected  1 3-83,  May  7.  FCNL  for. 

4.  Budget  Priorities.  Hollings  SC  motion  to  kill  the  Nelson  W1  sub¬ 
stitute  (supported  by  the  White  House)  to  cut  military  $6.9  billion 
(BA),  $2  billion  (O),  to  use  some  for  non-military.  Adopted  64-30 
May  7.  FCNL  against. 

5.  Arms  Sales  Restrictions.  Jackson  WA  motion  to  table  Helms  NC 
amendment  which  would  remove  certain  restrictions  on  export  of 


military  articles  which  also  have  direct  civilian  use.  Amendment 
tabled  55-33,  June  1 7.  FCNL  for. 

6.  Central  American  Aid.  FY80  authorization  of  $80  million  in 
special  aid  to  Nicaragua  ($75  million)  and  Honduras  ($5  million). 
Adopted  44-35,  May  19.  FCNL  for. 

7.  International  Development  Banks.  Authorization  of  $3.24  billion 
for  the  International  Development  Association  and  $360  million 
to  the  African  Development  Bank.  Adopted  53-24,  June  1 6.  FCNL 
for. 

8.  Rights  of  Institutionalized  Persons.  Conference  report  authoriz¬ 
ing  Justice  Dept,  to  file  lawsuits  to  protect  rights  of  persons  con¬ 
fined  in  state  institutions.  Adopted  56-37,  May  6.  FCNL  for. 

9.  Food  Stamps.  Helms  NC  motion  to  recommit  to  conference  the 
bill  raising  spending  limit  for  food  stamp  authorizations.  Rejected 
29-61 ,  May  1 4.  FCNL  against. 

10.  Legal  Services  Corporation.  Nelson  Wl  motion  to  kill  the  Helms 
amendment  prohibiting  Legal  Services  Corporation  lawyers  from 
handling  food  stamp  cases.  Adopted  63-23,  June  1 2.  FCNL  for. 
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Y  or  y  «  voted  in  favor;  N  or  n  =  voted  in  opposition;  ♦  pr  0  *  paired  for;  •  or  O  «  paired  against;  ★  or  ft  =  announced  for;  ■  or  Q  =  announced  against; 
?  >  absent  or  position  not  announced;  p  present. 

Bold  type  (upper  case  letter  or  filied-in  symboi)  indicates  position  preferred  by  FCNL,  as  expressed  in  statement  of  Legislative  Policy,  testimony,  etc. 
Pairing  is  an  agreement  by  members  on  opposite  sides  of  an  issue  to  withhold  their  votes  on  a  roll  call  so  that  their  absence  from  Congress  will  not  affect 
the  outcome  of  the  voting. 

Roman  type  -  Democrats;  Italics  •  Republicans;  (Ind)  •  elected  as  independent.  Source  of  votes;  Congressional  Quarterly,  Inc. 
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SOME  KEY  HOUSE  VOTES 

1 .  Draft  Registration.  Cmte.  amendment  to  add  $8.6  million  to  fund 
registration  of  19-  and  20-year-old  men.  Adopted  218-188,  April 
22.  FCNL  against. 

2.  Budget  Priorities.  Mitchell  MD  substitute  to  the  House  Budget 
Cmte.  resolution  reducing  (050)  military  spending  by  $5.8  billion 
in  budget  authority  (BA),  $3.1  billion  in  outlays  (O),  increasing 
human  needs  programs.  Rejected  74-313,  April  30.  FCNL  for. 

3.  Budget  Priorities.  Holt  MD  substitute  to  same  resolution  adding  to 
military  $5.8  billion  (BA)  and  $5.1  billion  (O),  cutting  non-mili¬ 
tary.  Rejected  1 64-246,  May  1 .  FCNL  against. 

4.  M-X  Cut.  Dellums  CA  amendment  to  delete  entire  $1.55  billion 
recommended  funding  for  the  M-X  missile  system.  Rejected  82- 
319,  May  14.  FCNL  for. 

5.  M-X  Cut.  Simon  IL  amendment  to  cut  M-X  funding  by  $500 
million  to  block  “race-track"  basing  in  Nevada  and  Utah.  Re¬ 
jected  1 52-250,  May  1 5.  FCNL  for. 

6.  Military  Procurement.  Final  passage  $53.1  billion  authorization 
for  military  hardware  (31%  above  last  year).  Adopted  338-62, 
May  21 .  FCNL  against. 

7.  Covert  Action.  Weiss  NY  amendment  to  retain  1974  law  giving 


several  Congressional  committees  access  to  briefing  on  covert 
activities.  Rejected  50-325,  May  28.  FCNL  for. 

8.  Central  American  Aid.  FY80  authorization  of  $80  million  in  sup¬ 
plemental  economic  assistance  to  Nicaragua  ($75  million)  and 
Honduras  ($5  million).  Adopted  202-1 97,  Feb.  27.  FCNL  for. 

9.  International  Development  Banks.  Young  FL  motion  to  recommit 
conference  report  with  instructions  to  cut  total  U.S.  contributions 
in  1 979-82  for  the  Asian,  Inter-American,  and  African  develop¬ 
ment  banks.  Adopted  21 1-180,  Ap>ril  1 7.  FCNL  against. 

10.  Dispute  Resolution.  Final  passage  authorization  of  federal  re¬ 
source  center  and  grant  program  to  establish  local  systems  for 
solving  minor  disputes  out  of  court.  Adopted  207-195,  Dec.  1 2. 
FCNL  for. 

11.  Indian  Land  Claims.  Conference  report  to  extend  deadlir>e  for 
filing  certain  Indian  land  damage  claims.  Adopted  209-131, 
March  24.  FCNL  for. 

12.  Food  Stamps.  Symms  ID  amendment  to  reinstate  purchase  re¬ 
quirement  for  food  stamps.  Rejected  112-289,  May  5.  FCNL 
against. 

13.  Agricultural  Land  Protection.  Grassley  lA  motion  to  recommit 
jeffords  VT  bill  to  begin  modest  agricultural  lands  protection 
effort.  Adopted  227-1 63,  Feb.  6.  FCNL  against. 
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Sen.  George  Mitchell  ME  was  sworn  in  May  1 9.  to  replace  Edmund  Muskie,  who  resigned  to  become  Secretary  ol  State.Rep.  W.|.  Tauzin  LA  was  sworn  in  May  22  after  a  special  election  to  replace  David  Treen.  who 
resigned  March  1 0  to  become  Governor  of  Louisiana.  Rep.  |ohn  Hutchinson  WV  was  sworn  in  on  lune  1 0  after  a  special  election  to  replace  |ohn  Slack,  who  died  on  March  1 7.  Rep.  Raphael  Musto  PA  was  sworn  in  on 
April  1 5  after  a  special  election  to  replace  Daniel  Flood,  who  resigned  on  lanuary  31 .  Rep.  lohn  Porter  IL  was  sworn  in  on  lanuary  24.  after  a  special  election  to  replace  Abner  Mikva.  who  resigned  September  26. 1 979 
to  become  a  judge  in  the  U.S.  Court  of  Appeals. 
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Speaker  Thomas  (Tip)  O'Neill  MA  ordinarily  does  not  vote.  Delegates  Walter  E.  Fauntroy,  District  of  Columbia:  Antonio  Borja  Won  Pat.  Guam:  Melvin  Evans,  Virgin  Islands,  and  Resident  Commissioner  Baltasar 
Corrada  del  Rio.  Puerto  Rico,  cannot  vote  on  the  House  floor,  but  may  do  so  in  committee. 
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ARMS  RACE  AND  PRIORITIES 


The  record  shows  the  1980  Congress  is 
preparing  for  war,  often  prodded  bv  Presi¬ 
dent  Carter  and  perceptions  of  public  opin¬ 
ion.  Sometimes  these  belligerent  policies 
were  reflected  in  roll  call  votes.  Others  were 
actions  in  committee  or  on  the  floor  which 
were  not  even  challenged.  Here  is  a  partial 
list  to  date: 

Draft  registration  was  approved  in  both 
houses  (H.  vote  1,  S.  vote  1).  A  provision  to 
help  protect  rights  of  conscientious  objectors 
was  deleted  on  the  Senate  floor  (S.  vote  2). 

Military  spending  authority  was  increased 
$26.8  billion  (19%)  to  $170.5  billion,  some' 
$5.4  billion  more  than  President  Carter  re¬ 
quested.  Attempts  to  transfer  funds  from  mili¬ 
tary  to  civilian  programs  were  roundly  de¬ 
feated  (H.  vote  2,  S  votes  3,  4).  A  proposed 
increase  in  military  spending  was  defeated 
(H.  vote  3)  but  later  essentially  adopted  in 
conference. 

Further  development  of  the  M-X  mobile 
missile  system  was  approved.  Efforts  to  de¬ 
feat  it  (H.  vote  4)  or  slow  its  progress  (H.  vote 
5)  were  rejected  in  the  House.  It  was  not 
seriously  challenged  in  the  Senate.  Sen.  john 
Glenn  OH  proposed  studying  an  alternative 
—  put  M-X  missiles  on  trucks  on  the  Inter¬ 
state  Highway  System.  It  was  defeated  9-80, 
July  2. 

The  House  took  steps  to  loosen  restrictions 
on  arms  sales,  specifically  civilian  equip¬ 
ment  with  potential  military  uses.  An  attempt 
by  Sen.  Jesse  Helms  NC  to  accomplish  a  simi¬ 
lar  end  was  defeated  55-33  in  complicated 
parliamentary  maneuvering  (S.  vote  5). 

Efforts  to  write  a  comprehensive  charter 
for  intelligence  agencies  bogged  down  in 
both  houses,  but  so  did  a  movement  to  "un¬ 
leash"  the  agencies.  In  the  Senate,  a  pro¬ 
posed  charter  was  reduced  to  a  Congress¬ 
ional  oversight  provision  (passed  89-1,  June 
3)  which  repeals  reporting  requirements  to 
all  but  the  two  Intelligence  Cmtes.  But  it 
strengthens  somewhat  the  legal  requirement 
of  prior  notice  of  covert  action.  The  House 
Foreign  Affairs  Cmte.  attached  a  weaker  re¬ 
porting  requirement.  An  effort  to  preserve  the 
Hughes-Ryan  amendment  requiring  reports 
of  CIA  covert  operations  to  a  number  of  Con¬ 
gressional  committees  was  overwhelmingly 
defeated  (H.  vote  7). 

In  addition.  Congress: 

•  Authorized  funds  to  develop  a  new 
strategic  bomber  (prossibly  a  6-1 ). 

•  Undertook  a  billion-dollar  U.S.  military 
construction  program  in  the  Persian  Gulf 
and  Indian  Ocean.  Sites  include  Kenya, 


Somalia,  Oman,  and  the  small  island  of 
Diego  Garcia. 

•  Authorized  more  than  half  a  billion  dol¬ 
lars  to  take  out  of  mothballs  the  battleship 
New  Jersey  and  the  aircraft  carrier  Oriskany. 

The  House  has  approved  $3.15  million  to 
build  a  plant  to  produce  binary  chemical 
weapons.  Currently  production  is  prohibited 
by  treaty  but  it  is  claimed  no  violation  would 
occur  by  merely  constructing  the  plant. 

The  House  Armed  Services  Cmte.  author¬ 
ized  $56  million  more  than  the  Administra¬ 
tion's  19%  $260  million  increase  over  last 
year,  primarily  for  more  underground  bomb 
tests. 

The  House  Military  Personnel  Subcmte. 
gave  quick  approval  to  President  Carter's  re¬ 
quest  to  increase  from  50,000  to  1 00,000  the 
number  of  military  reservists  he  can  call  up 
for  90  days  without  declaring  a  national 
emergency. 

The  Senate  urged  educational  institutions 
in  the  U.S.  to  invite  armed  forces  recruiters  to 
visit  high  schools  and  to  give  names,  ad¬ 
dresses,  and  "educational  level"  of  students 
to  the  Pentagon  "to  the  extent  consistent 
with  current  law." 

The  Senate  also  asked  the  Pentagon  to  re¬ 
commend  a  "comprehensive  plan"  to  man¬ 
age  the  "potential  military  manpower  of  the 
U.S.,"  and  a  "national  inventory  of  civilian 
personnel  who  possess  key  or  critical  skills, 
in  areas  such  as  medicine,  electronics,  or 
engineering,  or  in  any  other  comparable 
area." 


DEVELOPMENT  AID 

1 980  brought  forth  the  Presidential  Com¬ 
mission's  report  on  world  hunger  and  the 
international  Brandt  Commission's  program 
for  survival.  Both  called  for  increased  co¬ 
operation  and  assistance  to  less-developed 
countries,  but  the  mood  of  Congress  —  influ¬ 
enced,  by  the  economic  crunch  and  U.S.  set¬ 
backs  abroad  —  has  hardly  been  favorable 
toward  developmental  programs. 

Congressional  failure  to  pass  the  FY80 
foreign  appropriations  bi  1 1  has  forced  the  Ad¬ 
ministration  to  conduct  all  foreign  aid  activi¬ 
ties  at  FY79  levels.  The  Senate  attempted  to 
graft  it  onto  the  FY80  supplemental  appro¬ 
priation  but  was  thwarted  by  the  House  — 
only  $43  million  in  emergency  food  aid  and 
migrant/ refugee  assistance,  and  a  hotly-de¬ 
bated  aid  package  to  Nicaragua  and  Hon¬ 
duras  were  included  (H.  vote  8,  S.  vote  6). 


FOOD  STAMPS 

High  inflation  and  unemployment 
have  forced  food  stamp  costs  far  beyond 
the  spending  ceiling  set  by  Congress  in 
1977.  Food  stamps  narrowly  missed 
being  cut  off  when  Congress  delayed  vot¬ 
ing  to  increase  the  "cap"  until  the  last 
possible  day  (S.  vote  9).  Amendments 
were  adopted  to  tighten  rules  for  eligibil¬ 
ity.  Others,  rejected,  would  have  ser¬ 
iously  weakened  the  program  (H.  vote  1 2, 
S.  vote  10).  More  money  will  need  to  be 
voted  in  August  to  assure  the  program 
through  September. 


INDIAN  AFFAIRS 

Only  one  of  three  significant  Indian-re¬ 
lated  votes  was  recorded.  The  House  adopt¬ 
ed  a  House-Senate  compromise  extending 
for  2-3/4  years  the  deadline  for  the  U.S.  to  file 
certain  damage  claims  on  behalf  of  Indians 
(H.  vote  1 1).  The  extension  is  considered  a 
major  legislative  victory  by  Indian  groups. 

Still  in  process  is  Congressional  action  on 
funding  reauthorizatipn  of  the  1976  Indian 
Health  Care  Improvement  Act  for  FY81- 
84.  On  June  2  the  Senate  adopted  by  voice 
vote  a  bill  which  contains  substantive  im¬ 
provements  beyond  simple  funding  reauth¬ 
orization. 

Also  by  voice  vote,  the  Senate  adopted  a 
bill  with  provisions  which  threaten  to  erode 
treaty  fishing  rights  for  Indians  in  the  Pacific 
Northwest.  The  provisions  are  part  of  fishery 
conservation  and  enhancement  legislation 
following  a  1979  Supreme  Court  decision 
upholding  Indian  fishing  rights. 


THE  FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ON  NATIONAL 
LEGISLATION  includes  Friends  appointed  by 
24  Friends  Yearly  Meetings  and  by  12  other 
Friends'  organizations  in  the  United  States.  Ex¬ 
pressions  of  views  in  the  FCNL  WASHING¬ 
TON  NEWSLETTER  are  guided  by  the  State¬ 
ment  of  Policy,  prepared  and  approved  by  the 
Committee.  S<reking  to  follow  the  leadings  of 
the  Spirit,  the  FCNL  speaks  for  itself  and  for 
like-minded  Friends. 

FCNL  WASHINGTON  NEWSLETTER.  Con¬ 
tributors  to  this  issue:  Edward  Snyder,  Frances 
Neely,  Don  Reeves,  Seth  Henry,  lulianne 
Bowman,  Marcia  Harrington,  Steve  Linscheid, 
Ted  Zuern,  Linda  Coffin,  Ann  Winder,  Susan 
McAllister,  Linda  Forsythe.  Subscription  price 
$15  per  year. 


The  multilateral  development  banks  also 
suffered  when,  for  the  first  time.  Congress 
failed  to  authorize  the  full  amount  negotiated 
by  the  Administration  for  FY79-82  (H.  vote  9, 
S.  vote  7). 
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AID,  TRADE, 
WORLD  &  LOCAL  PEACE 


Congress  is  beginning  to  recognize  Israel's 
settlement  policy  as  an  obstacle  to  peace  in 
the  Middle  East.  In  February,  Rep.  Paul  Find¬ 
ley  IL  said,  "Until  recently,  Americans  have 
shied  away  from  engaging  in  a  serious  de¬ 
bate  about  the  wisdom  of  the  Israeli  settle¬ 
ment  policy. . . .  However,  the  U.S.  is  in¬ 
volved  in  the  concern  over  settlements  by 
virtue  of  the  fact  that  it  has  assumed  a  major 
responsibility  for  promoting  a  peace  settle¬ 
ment  in  the  Middle  East." 

When  it  came  time  to  vote.  Congress  was 
hesitant  to  disrupt  the  Egyptian-lsraeli  peace 
process.  Rep.  Paul  McCloskey  CA  intro¬ 
duced  a  House  amendment  ta  reduce  U.S. 
economic  aid  to  Israel  by  an  estimated 
amount  equal  to  what  Israel  spends  annually 
on  the  settlements.  "[We]  are  making  our 
greatest  single  contribution  ...  to  a  small 
country  which  continues  to  expand  settle¬ 
ments  on  the  West  Bank  of  the  Jordan  River 
Valley  in  a  way  which,  if  not  illegal,  runs 
counter  to  principles  of  fairness  recognized 
throughout  the  free  world,  and  which  is  bru- 


FCNL  GENERAL 
COMMITTEE 
ANNUAL  MEETING 

November  1 3-1 6, 1 980 
Washington,  D.C. 
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tal  in  its  impact  on  the  Palestinians  who  re¬ 
side  there." 

The  House  avoided  a  direct  vote  on  the 
issue  when  McCloskey  withdrew  the  amend¬ 
ment. 

The  Senate  was  forced  to  vote  on  Sen. 
Adlai  Stevenson's  amendment  to  cut  $150 
million  in  economic  aid,  representing  an  es¬ 
timate  of  Israel's  annual  cost  of  building  West 
Bank  settlements.  Many  Senators  indicated 
they  did  not  agree  with  Israel's  policy,  but 
only  seven  voted  against  a  motion  to  table 
the  amendment  —  Stevenson  IL,  James  Mc¬ 
Clure  ID,  Mark  Hatfield  OR,  Henry  Bellmon 
OK,  Jesse  Helms  NC,  Milton  Young  ND,  and 
Robert  W.  Byrd  WV. 

Egypt  and  Israel  continue  to  receive  the 
largest  portion  —  over  70%  —  of  U.S.  aid. 
Military  and  economic  aid  of  $2.2  billion  to 
Israel  and  $1.3  billion  to  Egypt  were  exempt 
from  a  House  floor  amendment  to  cut  all 
foreign  assistance  by  1 0  percent. 

On  January  24,  Congress  approved,  294- 
88  and  74-8,  a  most-favored-nation  trade 
agreement  with  the  People's  Republic  of 
China  that  waived  traditional  restrictions  on 
U.S.  trade  with  Communist  nations.  Con¬ 
gressional  sentiment  seemed  to  be  aimed  as 
much  at  punishing  the  Soviet  Union  for  its 
aggression  in  Afghanistan  as  at  promoting 
more  equitable  trading  relations.  In  House 
debate.  Rep.  Mario  Biaggi  NY  said,  "A 
stronger  U.S.-China  relationship  may  prove 
to  be  a  most  effective  tool  of  deterrence  to 
use  against  the  Soviet  Union."  (See  FCNL 
Newsletter,  July  1 980). 


FAMILY  FARMS 

There  have  been  no  votes  which  clear¬ 
ly  favor  or  resist  the  trend  toward  consoli¬ 
dation  among  farms.  The  House  will  vote 
later  this  summer  on  a  reclamation  reform 
measure  which  would  be  very  damaging 
to  family  farms  in  irrigation  districts. 
USDA  and  several  agricultural  subcom¬ 
mittees  are  preparing  recommendations 
for  the  1981  rewriting  of  the  Food  and 
Agriculture  Act. 

Despite  widespread  corKern,  Congress 
seems  reluctant  to  involve  the  federal 
government  in  preserving  agricultural 
lands  (H.  vote  13). 


The  House  and  Senate  passed  the  Deep 
Seabed  Hard  Mineral  Resources  Act  (H.R. 
2759)  by  voice  vote  June  23  and  25.  Oppo¬ 
nents  of  the  legislation  managed  to  delay  the 
date  when  U.S.  commercial  recovery  can 
begin  from  1982  to  1988,  hoping  to  mini¬ 
mize  its  effects  on  this  summer's  Law  of  the 
Sea  Treaty  negotiations.  In  Geneva,  only  a 
handful  out  of  1 00  points  remain  to  be  negot¬ 
iated.  It  is  hoped  that  a  treaty  can  be  signed 
next  year. 

The  House  passed  a  bill,  207-195,  Dec. 
12,  1979,  providing  modest  funding  ($11 
million  annually)  for  programs  to  help  citi¬ 
zens  resolve  minor  disputes  out  of  court  (H. 
vote  10).  The  Senate  passed  a  similar  bill 
April  5,  1979.  Critics  claimed  the  bill  would 
encourage  too  much  federal  interference  in 
state  affairs.  But,  according  to  Rep.  Bob 
Kastenmeier  Wl,  the  federal  role  would  be 
limited.  "Access  to  justice  must  be  improved 
so  that  those  with  legitimate  claims  —  small 
and  large  —  may  be  heard  and  receive  ap¬ 
propriate  action." 
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